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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE...

This Sunday’s Gospel presents us with one of the deepest realities of our
existence. In the parable of the sower, we see reflected that good and
evil coexist in our world. And this also happens in our own lives and in
our hearts.

In the parable of the sower, the workers are indignant at the presence of
the weeds, the unwanted plants, and, in a very natural reaction, they
want to exterminate them.

In our own lives, faced with injustice, anger, or pain, these actions spring
from our hearts: to judge, to eradicate, and to destroy.

We have a tendency to want a perfect world, a perfect church, a perfect
marriage, a perfect family, perfect coworkers, and when this doesn’t
correspond to our reality, we want to impose our own justice.

The lesson Jesus wants to share with us is, first and foremost, the
patience of the owner of that sown field, which represents God's patience
with each of us. Because the Lord loves us, and He trusts that even
though we are imperfect, we have the capacity to change and respond
to His love.

He shows us that God is patient and merciful; He is not an implacable
God. If He were an implacable God, none of us would be here.

We can say that neither the good are so good, nor the bad so bad;
sometimes we are wheat that nourishes, and at other times we are
weeds that divide and threaten.
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God's patience is the time He Himself gives us so that we may achieve
conversion and understand that it is necessary to change.

Sacred Scripture is full of examples of God's patience and the
opportunity He gives us to change; a clear example would be the good
thief who is next to Jesus at the moment of the cross; his humility and
repentance earned him God's mercy.

In conclusion: it is never too late to change.
A second lesson in this parable of the wheat and the tares is humility.

As the wheat grows, its grains cause the ears of grain to bend, so too do
we, when we recognize our failings and sins, bow our heads in
repentance and implore God's mercy, asking for the grace of conversion.

Meanwhile, the tares remain upright, a symbol of the pride, arrogance,
and vanity that cloud our reason and prevent us from recognizing our
errors and sins. We become judges of others, seeing the speck in
someone else’s eye and not the log in our own. The rigidity of the tares
represents the rigidity of our pride when we refuse to acknowledge our
sins.

Today, the Lord invites us, through His word, to be wheat that nourishes,
not tares that divide and harm.

May our Heavenly Mother grant us this blessing. Amen.
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