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February 2nd

In the US, February 2nd is Groundhog Day, the day we find out how
much longer winter will last. In Mexico, there are two far more
important celebrations.

Announcements and Calendar
e Confessions - 15 minutes before Mass
e Sunday Lunch - Tacos Don Felix, 11:45
o Bottle cap collection - every Sunday
e Mass Intentions - S60MXN, see Margarita
e Food basket - donations food or cash
e Adoration - Thursdays from 8:45 to-Noon

Candelaria (Candlemas) and the Presentation of the Lord
Around the 11th century in Europe, the faithful began the tradition
of taking candles to the church to be blessed. This tradition
was based on the account of the Presentation of the Baby
Jesus in the temple when Simeon, taking the Baby Jesus in
his arms, prayed the “Canticle of Simeon” (Luke 2, 29-32):
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Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace,
according to your word, for my eyes have seen your
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REST IN PEACE “Come, O blessed of my Father...”
f*’ Peter Fisher

Please send prayer requests to Mary Kavanagh

7 Q salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the

peoples: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and
glory for your people Israel.

The reference to the light inspired the celebration of the blessing of

the candles. 'Q
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In Mexico, many families cherish a doll, the Nino Dios, ey

that is brought to church on Christmas Eve for the Rocking S
of the Baby and on February 2nd for the Presentation. § %
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St. Charbel (1828-1898) was a Lebanese Maronite
monk and priest. More than 30,000 miracles have
been attributed to his intercession. The two latest
miracles happened just this year, 2026, one in the
United States and one in Lebanon. Both miracles
involved healings that could not be explained
medically.

Pope Paul VI beatified St Charbel on Dec. 5, 1965 and canonized him
on Oct. 9, 1977. In December 2025, during his trip to Lebanon, Pope
Leo XIV became the first pope to visit St. Charbel’s tomb.

EWTN News; St Sharbel Shrine (in Maryland);charbel.org

Seta guaraf over our }oriests, O Lord.
Watch over them cfay and m’gﬁt
ﬂ(ee}a evildoers far ﬁom them.

Protect them everywﬁere and afways. Amen.

O Father, we humbly seek the

Links intercession of Saint Charbel...May his
Homilies steadfast devotion inspire us to embrace
Divine Office Your will and bring comfort to those who
Sunday Lunches suffer...Amen.St Michael’s Parish
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