RECTORIA DE SAN JUAN DE DIOS
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH, CYCLE A
Sir 3:2-14; Ps 128:1-5; Col 3:15a-16a; Mat 2:13-23

Fr. Josué Arellano

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH...

Within these Christmas time, our Mother the Church invites us to
celebrate the Holy Family, a model of love, fidelity, and readiness to fulfill
God's word.

Celebrating the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is much more
than contemplating a tender image in the stable in Bethlehem.

It is recognizing that God chose to dwell among us, not from a position
of power, but from the fragility of a human home. He did not come to an
ideal world, but to a world situated in reality. God enters into our realities
of this world to save them from within.

Therefore, this feast invites us first and foremost to look at the family, not
as an unattainable ideal, but as an everyday space where we learn to
love, to listen, to forgive, to discern, and to trust.

Today, due to various circumstances, we find different family models, but
all of them are invited to embrace the virtues of the Holy Family of
Nazareth, creating a space of companionship, unity, and faith.

To be honest, our families are probably not perfect, and we may have
wondered more than once, "Why did | get stuck with this family?"

However, the family, with all its flaws, is a treasure we must value and
take care of.

Differences or friction within the family are an opportunity to grow in
virtue, supported by God's grace. We cannot do it alone.

The role of father and mother within the family is very important and
indispensable, as they are guides who lead their children not only in
physical growth, but also in their growth as children of God.
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That is why, looking at the Holy Family of Nazareth, we discover that
Saint Joseph occupies an important silent, yet decisive place.

Again, as on last Sunday, the Word of God tells us that Joseph receives
a divine message and instructions for the protection and care of Jesus
and Mary.

Joseph acts promptly, receives the instructions, and carries them out. In
doing so, he manages to protect the two greatest treasures that God has
entrusted to him. He does not hesitate; he acts swiftly and with
confidence in God.

Today, families also face many dangers: an individualistic society,
practical atheism, excessive attachment to material possessions,
rampant hedonism, long working hours, etc.

It is vitally important that fathers and mothers, understanding the mission
that God has entrusted to them, know how to distinguish between what
is good and what is best for their families. This should be a priority.

The Holy Family also faced many difficulties: poverty, persecution,
rejection, and doubts of faith; but the important thing is that they never
strayed from the will of God. In summary: this feast invites us to
contemplate the Holy Family as a model to follow.

Each member of the family should contribute to making it a space of love,
understanding, faith, and unity. Parents, guided by the Spirit of God,
should discern what is best at every moment to safeguard the family
treasure entrusted to them from all danger.

We ask for the intercession of the Holy Family for each of our families,
So that, healing the wounds that may appear along life's journey, we may
also seek to be a reflection of God's presence in the world. Amen.
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